Folklore, Myth and Magick

Special Dates

OCTOBER

18 - Dark Moon at 11.12am
24-25 - Bealtaine Camp

31 - Bealtaine

NOVEMBER

3 - Full Moon at 5.44am

4 — Full Moon Gathering at
covenstead

17 - Dark Moon at 5.44am

28 - Dark Goddess workshop
27 - Sacred day to Hathor

DECEMBER

2 - Full Moon at 6.01am

2 — Full Moon Gathering at
covenstead

12 - Temple End of Year BBQ
16 — Dark Moon at 10.32pm
21 - Mid Summer Solstice at
12.04 pm

JANUARY

1 - Full Moon at 5.43pm

15 - Dark Moon at 5.42pm

23 - Temple Resumption BBQ
30 - Full Moon at 4.48pm

31 - Lughnasadh

FEBRUARY

3 - Lughnasadh Observance
12-14 - NZ Pagan Festival
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Welcome to the Bealtaine 2009 edition of which had been mac
Isis Moon. Although the weather can still during the Winter, wer
be unsettled at this time of the year, it isbrought out ani
evident that Summer is on its way - dedicated to thei
Bealtaine, after all, is the Sabbat thailpurpose.
marks the commencement of Summer.

The balefires in Scotlan
Compared to previous years, in Adelaide were believed to have
we have received a decent amount of railbe started from a 'nee
over the Winter months, however, the fire', so called because its

plight of the River Murray is never too far sole purpose was to cook upon. The need-

from our thoughts as another season cfire was the only non-ritual fire permitted
water restrictions approaches. Still, we ar(to burn on Bealtaine Day.
reminded to count our blessings as in othe
parts of the country, the fire season ha It is traditional to take home a piece of th
arrived early. Bealtaine balefire and start the first cog
fire of the Summer season with it.
With Bealtaine being a Celtic fire festival, old fire was to invite bad luck, perhap
it is through this means that we invoke the even bringing the Winter back to stay. Th
power of fire for purification and fertility. tradition of taking part of the fire is that
The Sun is the prime promoter of life on you must not ask for it, just take it.
Earth, so at this life-oriented celebration,
honorary fires were lit in recognition of its Here in Australia, Bealtaine is often
vital radiation and to enhance its waxing coupled with the commencement of th
powers.
with
The jumping of the balefire is a tradition lighting of such fires are allowed. With
that can be found in many countries. It wasthe horrendous Victorian fires tha
consider that the jumping of such a fire occurred earlier this year still fresh in ou

t

r
would bring a suitable husband or wife, or memories, much care should to be taken.

;|

even it would ensure safe travels. CattleIf in doubt, substitute the balefire with &
were said to have been driven through th candle flame as you celebrate this time
ashes of the fire or between two balefires tiincreased creativity and fertility.

ensure a good milk yield. Even pregnan
women were recorded jumping such fires
to ensure an easy delivery. Bealtaine Blessings
In Sweden, the balefire was to be lit by twc
people striking their flints together. This
is symbolic of the sexual union of God and
Goddess. In Norway, the balefires are
known as “Balder's Fires” in honour of
their own Sun God. Old brooms were
often burned in the balefire and new ones

Temple Founder and HPs
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Fire Ban season so it is important to check
local authoritis as to whether the
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“Dark Goddess” by Laura Pelic
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’ & : REGISTRATION FORM

! Please complete and return to:

Temple of the Dark Moon

( &( ' " PO Box 2451, SALISBURY DOWNS
(" # SA 5108

& |1 Dark Goddess workshop: $50.00
deposit/$80.00 full payment.

B | | would like more information about:
o , . The 2010 Outer Court.

The first 2010 Study Circle.

Further workshops or courses.

C # , Correspondence course.
+545 !

Cheques/money orders to be made payable to
"F. Billinghurst".
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